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The Female Offender. C. LOMBROSO In the present volume, one of the ' Criminology Series,' edited by Douglas Morrison, Lombroso's ' La Donna Delinquente' has been made accessible to the English speaking public. The work is a typical example of Lombroso's acute observation, but also of the entire inadequacy of his statistical methods. No variation from the normal type escapes his notice, but the comparison of the frequencies of their occurrence among various social groups is entirely unsatisfactory, because it is based on very small series of observations. To give an instance: Plagiocephalism is found in 42% of 66 male criminals; in 17.2% of normal women; in 28.8% of 55 criminal women. Therefore, the error of mean squares of the first group is about 6.3%, that of the last group 6.7%. The difference between these two groups is 13.2%, but its error amounts to 9.1%. Therefore this difference of frequencies of occurrence is very uncertain. The theory of probabilities proves that we might expect these results to be fundamentally changed if the number of observations were increased. In the instance given here the differences of observed values are great; in most cases they are entirely inside the limits of errors. We hold, therefore, that Lombroso has not succeeded in establishing the validity of any of the characteristics of the criminal type which he claims to have discovered.
It is true that signs of degeneracy are frequent among criminals and that a correlation of degeneracy and of criminality exists which may be directly physical, but which is likely to be, to a great extent, social. A consideration of the fact that these signs are not confined to the criminal classes shows that it is an incomplete correlation with which we have to deal. That is to say, signs of degeneracy are sometimes, not always, connected with criminality and, vice versa, criminality is sometimes, not always, connected with degeneracy. Therefore the problem, in order to be satisfactorily solved, should be treated in a manner differing from that applied by Lombroso. Setting aside the necessity of basing descriptions on much more extensive series which would enable us to prove that differences are not merely accidental, both aspects of the correlation should be investigated. We must not only gain systematic knowledge of the characteristics of the criminal classes, but also of the general distribution of each of these characteristics among a variety of classes not criminal. Only in this manner can we hope to understand their significance.
While Lombroso will always deserve the credit of having forcibly called attention to the physical and psychical characteristics of abnormal man, his statistical methods are so unsatisfactory that very few of his results can claim to be well established, and I believe hardly a single one in the volume under review can be considered as proved by the material offered.
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CHILD PSYCHOLOGY.
Paidologie. Entwurf zu etner Wissenchaft des Kindes. OSCAR
CHRISMAN, In Diss., Jena, 1896. Pp. 72+24 pages of bibliography. This is a sketch of ' Paidology' by the original inventor of the term. The introduction is a general plea for the recognition of pai-
